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Welcome to St. Edmund’s Senior School

In today’s competitive and fast-paced world, never have the principles underpinning St. Edmund’s Seniors 
been so appropriate and contemporary.  St. Ed’s ethos actively promotes and expects a culture of respect, 
tolerance, individual social responsibility, and community involvement.  In contrast to the many larger 
institutions available, our dedication to small teaching groups and our strong sense of unity creates an 
environment where our girls and boys can flourish both academically and personally.

US educationalist Karl Fisch recently quoted that it is estimated that today’s learners will have 10 to 14 
jobs by the age of 38;  the top 10 in-demand jobs in 2018 did not exist in 2011;  by 2023 a $1,000 computer 
is expected to exceed the capabilities of the human brain and by 2049, predictions are that a $1,000 
computer will exceed the computational capabilities of the human race.

We are therefore preparing our pupils for jobs that may not exist yet, that will require them to use 
technology that has not been invented and to solve problems that we may not yet know about.  In a 
changing world of uncertainty, consideration must be given to what can best equip our pupils for their 
future and we must prepare our girls and boys not just for ‘a life of tests’ but also ‘the tests of life’.  We 
therefore prime our pupils to be imaginative, creative and entrepreneurial, who have emotional intelligence 
and compassion, a positive personal rapport and a sense of grit to achieve and thrive whilst appreciating 
the importance of caring for others.

We sincerely hope that you will be able to visit us.  Many visitors comment on the indefinable “feel” of the 
school, its very special atmosphere and unique ethos.  This brochure can only paint a picture; the people 
will tell you the full story!
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“Our son’s journey at St. Ed’s took him from being a lad  
who tried to get away with doing the minimum, to a young man 

who is inspired to learn and determined to do his best.   
His GCSE results were outstanding, proving that hard work 

coupled with excellent teaching and support really pays off.”   
Form 11 Parent



Inspirational Teaching 
All schools claim that their teachers are innovative and inspiring – 
at St. Edmund’s, our teaching staff go that extra mile to ensure that 
every pupil achieves their very best.  We are not a hothouse, more 
of a greenhouse as we inspire, innovate, experiment and encourage.  
Our academic staff are talented, knowledgeable and passionate 
about their subject areas – each and every one of our teachers 
has been hand-picked not only because of their ability to teach, but 
because of their ability to inspire.
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Curriculum Overview
Our broad curriculum across Forms 7 to 11 presents a firm 
foundation upon which to make future educational choices, and,  
by providing a challenging and enriching education both inside and 
outside the classroom, we ensure that our pupils learn effective 
study skills whilst acquiring the habits of mind which create 
successful learners.  Our curriculum is enhanced by an extensive 
number of trips and outings throughout the year.
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“All of us at St. Ed’s benefit from the supportive teachers who 
are always there to give advice or just to listen.  The small class 

sizes mean more one-on-one time happens throughout the 
lessons, ensuring each of us properly understand the subject 
being taught to us.  These small class sizes also allow better 

relationships to form between teachers and students.”   
Form 11 Leaver



 ST. EDS SENIORS 7

Unrivalled Pastoral Care
Academic success at St. Ed’s is partly achieved, we believe, when 
strengthened by an exceptional pastoral care framework, which 
ensures that every pupil is supported and encouraged.  St. Ed’s boys 
and girls enjoy a positive and reassuring environment that allows 
them to question, be free, think independently and gain confidence 
as they progress through the school.

These qualities are effectively supported by our tutorial system 
where our pupils’ designated tutors are always on hand to listen 
and to advise.  Tutors meet with their tutees twice a week to 
discuss progress and achievements, areas for improvement and any 
pastoral issues that require guidance and consideration.  In addition 
to our Tutors, when our pupils arrive in Form 9, they are given a 
designated Form 10 Mentor – whether the Form 9 wants a role 
model, a coach, a sounding board, a voice of reason, a counsellor, a 
trusted resource or simply just a friend, our Form 10s are there for 
them, guiding and helping them as they negotiate senior life.

Our pastoral system also ensures that our pupils, year groups  
and staff all work collaboratively, creating respectful partnerships and  
a community who have a shared commitment to achieve and  
enjoy success.

 ST. EDS SENIORS 76 ST. EDS SENIORS 

“Even though I joined St. Edmund’s in Year 10, I found lifelong 
friends and found a love for a subject I hadn’t tried before. 

What I loved most about the teachers was that they weren’t 
just your teachers, they were also people you could go and 

speak to about anything that was on your mind and I always 
knew that they were there for me.  The music, sport, academics 

and the social side all made my St. Ed’s experience magical.  
I now know if hadn’t gone to St. Edmund’s I would  

not have achieved the GCSE grades that I got.”    
Form 11 Leaver



Subject Information
English Throughout Forms 7 to 11, pupils are encouraged to 
enjoy reading, writing, speaking and listening.  A broad range of texts 
and tasks enables pupils to develop the skills and knowledge required 
both for Common Entrance, I/GCSE studies and beyond.  Pupils 
find plenty of scope to develop their writing talents through class 
work and competitions.  In addition, poetry recitals, declamation 
and debating competitions give pupils the chance to practise their 
public speaking skills.  Pupils are also encouraged to use ICT in 
a number of varied and interesting ways.  Our English course is 
designed to be fun with a serious intent; we aim to develop pupils’ 
ability to understand and respond appropriately to what they read, 
hear and experience.  The Form 9 curriculum moves on from the 
13+ Common Entrance Syllabus covered in Forms 7 and 8 and is 
designed to prepare pupils for the I/GCSE examination in Form 11.

We encourage pupils to use sophisticated vocabulary, correct 
grammar, spelling and punctuation.  In addition, pupils develop their 
sense of style and awareness of audience.  We explore different 
cultures, as well as social, moral and ethical issues.  As such, the 
English syllabus aims to help pupils develop into good citizens, as 
well as effective readers and writers.

Mathematics  The Mathematics read by our pupils in Forms 
7 to 11 not only prepares them for a wide range of assessments 
from Common Entrance, scholarship exams and on up to I/GCSE, 
but it also begins to introduce the wider importance of the 
subject and its applications in many diverse businesses and areas 
of academic study.  The aims of the Maths syllabus are to help 
pupils achieve the academic standards they need in the subject but 
also to develop them into fluently numerate, confident problem 
solvers who want to progress further with the subject.  The Maths 
syllabus uses a wide variety of teaching techniques and resources, 
including the ICT facilities available at the school, to help meet 
every pupil’s needs.  Students will also have the option to study 
the Additional Mathematics course (Free Standing Mathematics 
Qualification FSMQ) at level 3 which bridges the gap between the 
iGCSE and A-Level.
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“I am totally confident St. Ed’s has given me the best start in my senior education.”   
Current Form 10 Pupil
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Science  All pupils study Science.  In Forms 7 & 8 pupils 
study Biology, Chemistry and Physics modules under the umbrella 
of general Science, then Biology, Chemistry and Physics are 
timetabled separately from Form 9 onwards.  Learning takes 
place in one of our 4 state of the art laboratories where pupils 
develop their scientific knowledge in an exciting variety of ways.  
Pupils learn about effective research methods and conduct their 
own experiments, as well as experiencing a range of practical and 
investigational activities which will enable pupils to deepen their 
understanding of each Scientific subject.

Forms 7 & 8 will study the 13+ Common Entrance Syllabus, 
studying a wide and varied range of topics across the three science 
disciplines.  At the end of Form 8, all pupils will sit a Common 
Entrance examination which will be used to guide their setting in 
Form 9.  The Michaelmas term of Form 9 lays the foundations for 
I/GCSE and moves pupils on in their learning, particularly their 
scientific skills, before beginning the I/GCSE syllabus in the Summer 
term.  The culmination of the three years of study are the I/GCSE 
examinations sat in the summer of Form 11.

Crest A highlight for the Science department is the Crest 
Bronze Award from the British Science Association which our 
Form 9 pupils undertake each Summer term.   The Bronze Award 
introduces our pupils to project work empowering them to work 
like real scientists, technologists, engineers or mathematicians.   Our 
Form 9s choose their own topic and methodologies, giving them 
complete freedom over their work.  All of the topics are designed 
to be open-ended and encourage creative scientific thinking to 
look at real world problems.  Whilst being enormous fun this also 
allows our young scientists to get more of an idea of how modern 
collaborative science works as well as developing enquiry, problem-
solving and communication skills.  

To add extra incentives we also invite in a panel of STEM 
Ambassadors from local industries to judge the 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
best projects at an awards evening.  For the past few years we have 
been ably assisted by scientists and engineers from BP, CGL and 
Thames Water.  Challenges in the past have included; how colour 
affects reading; how do we protect buildings from earthquakes; 
how does age affect memory and what is the quietest snack in the 
cinemas!  Senior pupils who may wish to do more can now start 
the Silver CREST Award which takes place during STEM club.



Modern Foreign Languages – French and Spanish  
At the end of Form 9, pupils choose whether to study French, 
Spanish or both languages at GCSE level.   The study of French and 
Spanish in Forms 7 and 8 prepares pupils for the rigours of Common 
Entrance.  The course of study in Form 9 naturally builds upon this 
solid platform and acts as a foundation year for the GCSE course 
studied in Forms 10 and 11.  Both GCSEs focus on more advanced 
grammar and vocabulary, encourage the development of creative 
and descriptive writing, and allows pupils to convey opinions on a 
variety of topics.  There is also the opportunity to explore aspects 
of other cultures in greater depth.  While many children have learnt 
other languages throughout their lower prep and prep school 
years, there will also be those that are much newer to the language.  
Teaching is thus differentiated within each topic and is pitched at 
a level appropriate to the needs of individual pupils.  Emphasis is 
placed on being able to communicate in the language effectively, but 
this does not mean that grammar is overlooked.  To communicate 
both accurately and successfully, a solid background in grammar is 
also important.  MFL at St. Edmund’s covers the four key aspects 
of language learning (Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening) and 
pupils are examined in each of these areas.  ICT is used to enhance 
pupils’ learning as and where appropriate, through the medium 
of specialist language learning software, such as Linguascope and 
VocabExpress.

The GCSE courses culminate with examinations in listening, reading, 
writing and speaking the language at the end of Form 11.
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Latin and Classical Civilisation  In Forms 7 and 8, 
pupils study either Latin or Classics.  In Latin, students cover the ISEB 
Common Entrance Syllabus in Latin to Level 1 or 2.  Their textbook 
is ‘Latin as an Honour’ by Bob Bass and this is taught initially from 
workbooks but later from the full textbook.  Additional resources 
help students to develop their translation and comprehension skills 
in the language whilst preparing them for GCSE should they choose 
this route.  In Classics, students work toward internal exams in a 
variety of engaging subjects including a study of Ancient Greece, 
Homer’s Iliad, the 12 Labours of Heracles, The 8 Tasks of Theseus, 
Greek pottery, Pompeii and Herculaneum and the 2nd Punic War.

In Form 9, pupils continue with either Latin or Classics and may go 
on to choose either of these as a GCSE option.  The OCR Classical 
Civilisation GCSE covers a broad range of topics taken from both 
Ancient Greece and Ancient Rome and which include literature, 
architecture, history and culture.  Various activities support the GCSE 
including a ‘film night’ in School featuring the movie ‘300’ based on 
the Battle of Thermopylae and the 300 Spartans; a trip to the British 
Museum and Victoria and Albert Museum in London; an overseas 
residential in Rome and/or Sicily.  A distinctly separate GCSE, the 
OCR Latin syllabus encourages a meticulous approach to translation 
and literary criticism through study of extracts from Cicero and Virgil, 
as well as a range of other literature used to develop translation 
skills.  Students of Latin GCSE are also invited on the Rome trip.
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Geography Geography is about understanding the world 
around us and how we interact within it.  Our pupils benefit from 
learning about how physical and human environments interconnect, 
as well as how their lives are linked with other people and places.

Pupils will also consider why and how the world’s landscapes and 
societies are changing in the early part of the 21st century.  They 
have the opportunity to develop the attributes of an independent 
learner and an effective team worker through a range of engaging 
activities.  Pupils use ICT to analyse and interpret a wide range of 
different data sources, as well as developing a sense of social and 
environmental responsibility.

In Forms 7 and 8 we cover 5 main themes: Tectonic processes; 
meteorological processes; geomorphological processes; demo-
graphic processes and economic processes.  Pupils also complete 
a field work task, which requires them to put together a project 
compiled of an introduction, a methodology, a data presentation 
section, a data analysis section and finally a conclusions and 
evaluation section.  This project is worth 20% of their final Common 
Entrance grade.  OS map study works alongside the syllabus as 
does knowing the importance of a variety of global locations.  Form 
9 acts as an important transitional step into our GCSE program.  In 
Form 9 we cover a mixture of both Human and Physical topics all 
relevant and up to date with the world around us.  We cover topics 
including Social Development, The UK in the 21st Century and the 
Geography of Crime (exploring statistical data).  During Form 9 we 
also further develop students Geographical and Mathematical skills 
to ensure a successful transition to the next academic step.

In Forms 10 and 11 pupils who choose to take Geography follow 
the Edexcel A specification.  The course is 100% exam based and all 
exams are taken in the summer term of Form 11.  The students will 
undertake three exams; Human Environment; Physical Environment 
and UK Challenges and Fieldwork.  All students take part in one 
Human and one Physical field trip where they collect data through 
a variety of different Geographical techniques.  Geography gives the 
pupils the understanding and skills to make sense of the world around 
them and is an invaluable tool for further study or in the workplace.

History We aim to foster a lively and life-long interest in 
the study of the past through a range of topics and enthusiastic 
teaching.  From Forms 7 to 11 the course provides the advantages 
of being both broad and challenging for our more able pupils, 
and yet stimulating and accessible for all of our pupils.  A broad 
range of texts and tasks enables pupils to develop the skills and 
knowledge required both for Common Entrance, I/GCSE studies 
and beyond.  In addition there are several trips which enhance the 
children’s understanding, ranging from a tour of Hastings through to 
battlefields of the Somme in France.  Visiting historians are regular 
guests at St. Edmund’s and provide an opportunity for further 
insight into those events which have shaped our world.

As the pupils progress, the Form 9 curriculum moves on from the 
13+ Common Entrance Syllabus covered in Forms 7 and 8 and is 
designed to prepare pupils for the I/GCSE examination in Form 
11.  Topics include the Unification of both Germany and Italy, the 
shifting in the balance of power in Europe, and finally the origins 
of the First World War and the War itself.  This further enhances 
pupils’ knowledge and understanding of 19th and early 20th 
century European history, enabling pupils to develop the requisite 
skills such as: independent study, research, essay writing, discussion 
and debate.

Religious Studies Throughout Forms 7 to 11, pupils are 
encouraged to understand many aspects of Religion and morality 
across the world and how they might impact the way we live. In 
Forms 7 and 8, pupils prepare for Common Entrance studying the 
Old and New Testament sections of the Bible, as well as a range 
of contemporary issues and learning some of the fundamentals of 
Islam and Sikhism.  Pupils are encouraged to engage in discussions, 
putting forward their opinions on issues such as ‘the death penalty’ 
as well as being able to understand and articulate opinions that 
differ from their own.

In Form 9 pupils are introduced to some of the basics of philosophy, 
looking at its backgrounds as well as considering topics like the 
existence of God.  During Form 9 students will start the GCSE 
Short course which is examined at the end of Form 10.   The 
course helps pupils understand some of the issues affecting today’s 
society, such as religion, peace and conflict as well as looking in to 
some of the major world religions.  Through the course students 
will develop their ability to express and explain their own opinions 
as well as understanding differing points of view.  

 

“The right people, the right atmosphere, the right level of leadership.”   
Current Parent



Design Technology This subject is an introduction, not 
only to new elements of design and technology, but also to the 
skills, knowledge and understanding expected at I/GCSE.  In Forms 
7, 8 and 9 pupils study and pursue a number of different design-
and-make challenges using a variety of materials and processes, 
including wood, metal and plastic.  Pupils are encouraged to develop 
their own ideas and designs focussing on themed projects including 
automata, motorised sensor vehicles and pewter casting.  Lessons 
take place in our purpose-built workshop, where pupils use a range 
of tools and learn how to safely operate the workshop’s machinery 
whilst manufacturing the products that they have chosen to design.  
Pupils are also given the opportunity to develop their ICT skills and 
will learn to use CAD (computer-aided design) and various CAM 
(computeraided manufacturing) machines, such as laser cutters and 
3D printers.

Pupils who wish to pursue the subject to I/GCSE level, select it as 
an option for study over Form 10 and 11, with final examination in 
Form 11.  In Form 10, pupils undertake two dry run projects for 
their coursework concentrating on two specific categories: Lighting 
and Sound Systems.  A wide variety of skills and creative thinking are 
attained throughout the project process in preparation for their own 
product design in Form 11 which contributes towards their I/GCSE.

ICT We recognise the increasingly crucial role in which ICT plays 
both in schools and society.  Our priority is enhancing and widening 
the learning process within the school.  ICT is used to find, develop, 
analyse and present information and to solve problems.  

In Forms 7 to 10, lessons take place in a modern PC-networked 
ICT Suite.  In Forms 7 and 8 pupils work on various projects from 
building computers to creating websites.  The ICT department 
works alongside the DT department and enables pupils the 
opportunity to create CAD (computer-aided design) solutions.

In Form 9, all pupils start a short course in ICT for examination 
in Form 10.  The syllabus takes an engaging, practical and inspiring 
approach to developing pupils’ skills and knowledge, helping to 
prepare them for the future.  

In Form 10 pupils produce a portfolio of work that would be directly 
relevant to the business world.  
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Art  Throughout Forms 7 to 11, pupils are encouraged to develop 
creative thinking, self-expression and problem solving.  A broad range 
of skills and techniques are studied to enable pupils to develop the 
knowledge required for Common Entrance, Art Scholarship, GCSE 
coursework and beyond.  Pupils find plenty of scope to develop 
their artistic talents through class work and in their free time, with 
the art department open to students most breaktimes, lunchtimes 
and prep sessions.  Our scholarship programme allows students at 
senior prep level the opportunity to attend GCSE trips, and create 
an additional portfolio of work which is displayed alongside the 
GCSE students in our end of year exhibition.  In addition, divisional 
competitions and trips to Art galleries give pupils the chance to 
gain a greater understanding of the Arts.

Students in Form 9 and above also have the opportunity to attend 
regular sessions at Grayshott pottery learning how to use a potter’s 
wheel.  Pupils are also encouraged to use ICT in a number of varied 
and interesting ways, and we aim to incorporate an element of 
ceramics, painting, drawing, printmaking and textiles each year.  Our 
Art course is designed to be fun with a serious intent; we aim to 
develop a greater awareness of the role played by the visual arts 
in society and in history, broadening our pupils’ cultural horizons 
and challenging their perceptions.  The Form 9 curriculum follows a 
similar format to the GCSE course allowing the students to sample 
the subject at GCSE level and make an informed decision regarding 
their GCSE options.



Music Music is a subject which develops a wide variety of skills, 
both academic and practical, which have a great impact on pupils’ 
wider academic and aesthetic development.  The Music Department 
provides a challenging and stimulating curriculum designed to enable 
all pupils to reach the highest standards of personal achievement as 
well as preparing them for a possible Music Scholarship.  Different 
learning styles are catered for and pupils are encouraged to 
demonstrate independence and autonomy.   The subject enhances 
pupils’ team-working skills as well as their creative proficiency 
and abilities as confident and communicative performers.  The 
curriculum caters for pupils of wide-ranging musical and academic 
aptitudes whilst offering a rounded appreciation of music history, 
composition and performance across a range of styles.  It also 
introduces all pupils to music technology which will be incorporated 
into various areas of study.

Pupils may opt to pursue the subject to GCSE for study in Forms 
10 and 11.  The GCSE course builds on the areas of study and 
techniques studied in Forms 7 to 9 which are taught in three 
distinct strands:

■ Performing ■ Composing  ■ Listening and Appraising 

Drama and Theatre Studies Through Forms 7 
to 11 children learn to use Drama to explore the world around 
them through making, performing and responding.  Many skills are 
developed in role play, characterisation, movement and voice with 
particular talents being honed for potential success at Scholarship.

As they approach Form 9 there is more focus on Theatre Studies 
through academic and practical work.  This enables them to develop 
approaches and techniques to embark successfully on I/GCSE 
Drama if they choose to forward their study.  Whilst it is true to 
say that a great deal of time is spent devising and rehearsing, we 
also focus on the written element and encourage analysis.

Drama helps pupils to build up their self-confidence, develop strong 
communication skills and bolster their leadership skills.  It is a 
demanding course during which pupils need to respond to a variety 
of creative opportunities, meet practical and written deadlines and 
push their performance skills to the maximum.  Pupils need to be full 
of energy, ideas and enthusiasm and be willing to rise to a challenge 
in a subject that requires both creativity and compromise.

Pupils in Forms 7 to 11 will attend professional and amateur theatrical 
productions, and develop the habit of analysing them critically from 
the point of view of performer, technician, director and designer.
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“It is obvious that music is something very special at St. Ed’s  
and looked highly upon. Personally, I have really enjoyed  

my musical experience at the school, both with  
Miss Green’s concerts and Mr Darrington’s  

productions, always the highlight of each term.”   
Music Scholar
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Sport Thanks to our location nestled within 40 acres of Surrey 
countryside, St. Edmund’s sporting facilities include a 9-hole golf 
course, numerous field pitches, a cross-country running course, 
an indoor swimming pool, multi-use sports hall and a floodlit all-
weather sports pitch.  We also have a close association with The 
Edge in Haslemere, allowing our senior pupils to pursue a wider 
range of individual fitness and sporting interests.

Many of our pupils play sport at County and National level and 
our team of enthusiastic and skilled coaches spur our pupils on 
to achieve their best. Sport is a most enjoyable part of school life, 
and we take seriously the teaching of skills in a wide variety of 
sports, with pupils having the opportunity to play games, matches 
or attending activities on a daily basis.

For boys in Forms 7 and 8, the major winter team sports are rugby, 
football and hockey, while cricket and athletics are their major 
summer sports.  For girls in Forms 7 and 8, their main winter sports 
are netball, hockey and lacrosse, with cricket, rounders and athletics 
in the summer term. From Form 9, Senior boys play basketball, 
football, Rugby 7’s, and hockey during the winter terms and cricket 
and athletics in the summer term, and our Senior girls play netball, 
hockey with cricket, rounders and athletics in the summer term. 

For pupils in Forms 7 and 8, they have sport and/or activities every 
day of the week including a match afternoon and for our Form 
9 and above pupils, they have 3 hours of training a week and a 
match afternoon. Furthermore, in Form 9 upwards, boys and girls 
can follow a specifically designed option programme rather than 
follow the core sports, allowing them to experience a wider range 
of different team/individual sports that may peak their interests, 
ranging from handball, tchoukball and water-polo to individual 
fitness programmes as a few examples. If this isn’t enough, our 
seniors can also get involved in golf, swim squads, judo, mountain 
biking, triathlon training, tennis, scuba diving, girls football, run club 
and yoga. Throughout their time in the senior school pupils get 
a variety of opportunities to learn the theoretical side of sport, 
whether that be through studying GCSE PE or Sport Science in 
Form 10 and 11 or completing their Sports Leaders qualification. 

At St. Ed’s, we believe it is just as important for our pupils to 
improve and increase their skills and fitness on the sports field as 
it is to develop their knowledge and wisdom in the classroom – a 
healthy body, a healthy mind.

PE GCSE Throughout the senior school, pupils are given an 
opportunity to gain lifelong skills and knowledge about leading a 
healthy and active lifestyle in addition to fostering a positive 

“St. Ed’s has enabled me and countless other students throughout 
the school the chance to grow and develop ourselves and shine; 

debating to music and sports, all of which give us, the pupils, 
numerous different talents as well as the opportunity to take part in 

something bigger than with a multitude of co-curricular activities.”  
Current Senior Pupil

attitude towards sport.  PE GCSE enables pupils to establish a strong 
relationship between sport and health, building upon any existing 
knowledge they may have.  During the course, pupils explore 
topics including sport psychology, human anatomy, physiology 
and movement analysis. Pupils also learn about the socio-cultural 
influences in sport. 

There are opportunities for pupils to develop their physical sporting 
skills in both team, and individual sports. Pupils are encouraged to 
explore sports that may be new to them, such as wall climbing, 
trampolining, water polo and others.  We also offer a multitude of 
extra-curricular trips. In the past these have included sports tours 
to Holland and Portugal, an outdoor education trip to Wales, and a 
day trip to the leisure facility at Old Thorns Hotel, Liphook.  

PE GCSE not only helps pupils to realise their sporting potential, 
but also puts them in a favourable position to gain future experience 
in the sports industry. Throughout the course pupils develop a 
range of highly desirable interpersonal, transferable skills such as 
communication, problem solving, organisation and the ability to 
perform under pressure.

Sport Science In Sport Science we aim to guide pupils to a 
clear understanding of how to lead a fit and healthy lifestyle. They 
learn how to put together their own training programme, using 
the principles of training to ensure they can achieve fitness related 
goals. Pupils are taught the importance of being healthy and the 
benefits this can have in later life.  They also learn about nutrition 
and how to create a healthy meal plan to keep them energised, 
sleep better and aid concentration. 

Pupils also get the opportunity to go to a top gym facility, to learn 
how to use the different equipment properly and prevent injury. 
They have the chance to speak to a personal trainer about creating 
programmes and how best to develop as an individual. During their 
practical lessons at school we get them to complete a number of 
different fitness tests which allows them to measure their own 
baseline fitness. 

One area of focus in Sport Science includes looking at the different 
type of injuries such as broken bones and muscular tears, and the 
prevention of these injuries. Another topic covered includes looking 
at the role of technology in sport. With the constant evolution and 
increased use of technology in sport, we realise the importance of 
pupils learning about the role of technology within the industry, 
how things have changed and how technology will continue to 
shape the future of sport. 
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Saturday Activities
Forms 7 & 8 Our relaxed Saturday Activities programme allows 
us to offer a range of co-curricular choices and experiences in 
addition to our weekly timetable.  Whether it is scuba diving, 
modelmaking, archery, climbing, laser-tag or shredding on our 
MTB trails, our pupils have time to learn new skills.  To see a child 
who may be struggling in class during the week then climb a grade 
v5 on a Saturday works wonders for their confidence.

Forms 10 & 11 Academic Workshops provide a valuable platform 
for revision and catch up extension lessons when public exams are 
on the horizon.

Boarding Nights Our infamous themed boarding nights 
take place two or three times a term, with such activities including 
camping and indoor-climbing, boarding nights specific to particular 
year groups and the legendary St. Ed’s Great Escape boarding night!

Opportunities to learn outside the classroom  
Alongside the academic curriculum, considerable provision is 
made in our weekly timetable to provide a wide range of other 
opportunities including: performing arts, public speaking, music, 
sports, community service, teambuilding and leadership activities, 
and a wide variety of workshops and clubs, including:

■ Photography ■ Journalism ■ DT  
■ Drama ■ Art  ■ Schola Cantorum 
■ Rock Band ■ Cookery ■ Basketball  
■ Run Squad ■ STEM ■ Debating  
■ Music ■ Swim Squad ■ Rugby 7’s  
■ Girls Football ■ Warhammer ■ Latin Club  
■ Orchestra ■ MTB Shred Club 

School Life

“We find St. Ed’s to be small enough to really get to know our daughter, but big 
enough to provide plenty of academic, extra-curricular and enrichment opportunities. 
The dedication of the staff extends outside of timetabled lessons with after school 
clinics and Saturday workshops, which significantly increases the teacher contact 
time and gives greater opportunity for challenges to be addressed and overcome.”   

Current Senior Parent
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St. Ed’s SCHOOL Enrichment Programme  
commences in Form 9 and recognises that preparing young people 
for the world today requires more than just a string of excellent 
exam results.  As a tight-knit community we want to develop our 
pupils’ individual strengths and help them acquire the qualities 
needed for success; resilience, resourcefulness, adaptability, ambition 
and emotional intelligence.  Through participating in our distinctive 
SCHOOL Enrichment Programme, we are providing our senior 
pupils’ with the perfect platform to achieve the makings and abilities 
required for their future.  Their SEP Portfolio is completed during the 
pupils’ Tutor time so that their personal tutors can keep track of each 
student’s personal development.

Pupils will be given ample opportunity to access many of these 
activities through our school provision, including the Duke of 
Edinburgh Scheme and the Sports Leaders Award; the emphasis 
is on the pupil to plan and lead their own personal development 
which is why students have two hours on a Thursday afternoon 
dedicated to personal development.

The combination of a rigorous core academic provision at I/GCSE 
level, accompanied by our School Enrichment Programme helps 
make the St. Ed’s pupil stand out from the crowd.

Duke of Edinburgh Pupils in our Senior School are 
given the opportunity to take part in the world’s leading youth 
achievement award, D of E.  In Forms 9 and 10 our pupils can gain 
their Bronze Award and in Form 11 they take on the challenges of 
the Silver Award.  

The Duke of Edinburgh Award is all about setting your own 
challenges, giving 100% and being the very best you can be! The 
Bronze and Silver Duke of Edinburgh Awards comprise of four 
sections: the expedition section, the volunteering section, the 
physical section and the skills section.

Duke of Edinburgh workshops take place during Saturday Activities 
(on the designated Saturday Activity weekends) during the academic 
year with pupils taking part in one practice Expedition weekend 
before their formal assessed Expedition.
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Examinations 

Every year we celebrate the academic success of all of our pupils.  For some it will be gaining straight A*s 
at GCSE and for others it will be achieving good pass grades in all of their subjects.  Added value is very 
important to St. Ed’s and we expect the highest standards from all of our pupils, regardless of their ability.  
Indeed for some, their real achievement is measured through the progress made over their years studying 
with us.  

2021 GCSE Results  Once again our pupils achieved an outstanding set of GCSE results 
this Summer, posting an impressive 100% pass rate (grades 4-9) against a national average of 77%.  The 
proportion of grades awarded at 7-9 (the old A*/A) was an amazing 72% compared to a national average of 
29%.  Passes at the most demanding grade 9 rose to an impressive 31% and over 70% of candidates were 
awarded grade 9 in one or more subjects.  More than half of students achieved eight or more grades 7-9. 

Across all departments, students demonstrated outstanding scholarship.  In the Science Department, 93% 
of students scored grades 7-9 in Chemistry and Physics, whilst in Biology 100% achieved grades 7-9.  Other 
subjects where 100% of candidates scored grades 7-9 (the old A*/A grades) were History, Latin and Music, 
with Classical Civilisation close behind at 94%.  In English Language and Literature more than half of the 
grades awarded were at grade 9 and 79% of passes were at grades 7-9 (A*/A).  In Maths 71% of candidates 
achieved the top three grades.  More broadly, all subjects achieved an unbeatable 100% pass rate.
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